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I;lsma 2:25!5 Commuting
Chicagoland’s road to 2040

Transportation plan
backs pay-as-you-go
express lanes and
finally confronting

Lake County’s woes

By Richard Wronski
TRIBUNE REPORTER

For 20 years, Diane Howe, of
Spring Grove, has had to zigzag
across Lake Countyroadstogetto
work in Buffalo Grove.

As she drives more than an
hour each way, Howe wonders if
her dream roadwork project —
the long-proposed extension of
Illinois Highway 53 — will ever be
built.

“I don’t think it’s ever going to
happen »” said Howe, 65. “It’s been
in the planning for how many

‘7”

If it's any consolation, the
thinkers at northeastern Illinois’
top planning agency feel Howe’s
pain and that of thousands of
others who complain of travers-
ing Lake County’s labyrinth.

The Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning, or CMAP,
has unveiled a transportation
wish list that has the Illinois 53
extension and its companion proj-
ect, the Illinois 120 corridor; at the
top.

The roster of projects high-
lights the little-known agency’s
big-picture comprehensive plan,
Go 102040, which outlines a vision
for the next 30 years and sets
priorities for the seven-county
region, including Kendall County.

The 400-page document also
recommends fundamental chang-
es in the way Chicagoans pay for
their highways and mass transit
system, including higher gasoline
taxes and new user fees to combat
congestion.

The increases are needed be-
cause the days of funding wind-
falls from Washington and
Springfield are over, said Randy
Blankenhorn, CMAP’s executive
director.

“We know the (funding) re-
sources just aren’t there to do
everything there is to do,” Blan-
kenhorn said. “We have to invest
what we have more wisely and
focus on improving the economy
and the environment.”

Whereas legendary Chicago
planner Daniel Burnham is cred-
ited with the famous quote,
“Make no little plans. They have
no magic ...,” the message from
Go to 2040 seems to be: “Make no
big plans. We have no money.”

Instead of backing multibillion-
dollar projects such as the pro-
posed suburb-to-suburb Metra
STAR Line and the outerring
Prairie Parkway in Kane and
Kendall counties, CMAP sets
more modest goals, such as com-
pleting the Elgin-O’Hare Express-
way and building a western by-
pass around O’Hare International
Airport.

The plan also says the CTA’s
Red Line should be extended
south from 95th Street to 130th
Street and a transportation center
should be put in the West Loop to
improve transfers among rapid
transit, buses and all types of rail
services.

Other recommendations in-
clude adding lanes to express-
ways and improving several Me-
tra and transitlines.

All of the projects have been
proposed for years, but Go to 2040
seeks toput them in line.

Strategies such as “congestion
pricing” would impose additional
fees on vehicles using “managed
lanes” on eXpressways.

Congestion pricing uses vari-
able tolls and zone-based charges
to reduce traffic gridlock. For
example, expressways would get
express toll lanes whose rates
would vary with demand and
time of day.

“Transportation investments
are not free,” Blankenhorn said.
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CMAP concentrates on modest transportation proposals

What are CMAP
The list of suggested transportation projects from the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning focuses on
projects that can be completed without overwhelming amounts of state or federal funding. and Go to 2040?
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Expressway additions
and improvements
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is made up of local officials
from Cook, DuPage, Kane,
Kendall, Lake, McHenry; and
Will counties. Its chairman is
Palos Hills Mayor Gerald

© I-88addlanes

Q I- 94add Ianes north
o 1-294 and I-57 Interchange

 §
TRATESE

o I 55 managed lanes

0 1- 90 managed Ianes
o 1-290 Muitimodal corridor

@ CTA Red/PurpIe Ilnes
0 Metra Rock Island
Q Metra SouthWest Servlce

© Metra Union Pacific West

SOURCE: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

cially where we add lanes. People
can still choose to ride in free
lanes.”

Tlinois’ unofficial but long-
standing practice of sending 55
percent of state road funds down-
state and keeping 45 percent in
northeastern Illinois should be
scrapped, the plan urges.

“Funds for transportation need
to be allocated more wisely, using
performance-driven criteria
rather than arbitrary formulas,”
the plan notes. “Expensive new
capacity projects should be built
only if they yield benefits that
outweigh their costs.”

CMAP says Go to 2040’s recom-
mended projects have been evalu-
ated based on how much they
promote economic growth and
reduce congestion and how likely
they are to be funded.

It's not quite a winners-and-
losers list because none of the
projects has guaranteed funding.

to stall some plans. Environment
groups such as the Sierra Club
and some residents favor local
road improvements and more
mass transit instead of more con-
crete in Lake County.

The backbone of the Chicago
region is freight railroading, and
Go to 2040 calls on the federal
government to develop a strategy
to address freight issues.

The plan also calls for the full
funding and implementation of
the Chicago Region Environmen-
tal and Transportation Efficiency
program. CREATE is a public-
private effort to reduce bottle-
necks and raise train speeds.

Go to 2040 isn’t just about
transportation. Much of the docu-
ment focuses on other issues,
including land, water use and
conservation ; education and
workforce development; and gov-
ernment and tax policy. The plan
is available at cmap.illinois.gov.
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from the seven-county area. Then
comes the task of implementing
the plan’s recommendations,
which Blankenhorn acknowl-
edged will be challenging.

Potential difficulties include
convincing the public of the need
to pay higher user fees for a better
highway system and improved
mass transit. Political opposition
to raising taxes is expected.

“These are tough decisions, and
there will be political issues with
any of our policy recommenda-
tions,” Blankenhorn said. “We
have to educate public officials
about why it’s in their best inter-
est to do these things. Part of
CMAP’s role is to lead these
discussions.”

DePaul University transporta-
tion expert Joseph Schwieter-
man, who wrote the book “Be-
yond Burnham: An Ilustrated
History of Planning for the Chi-
cago Reglon % s&vs CMAP must

Bennett.

CMAP’s real power comes
from its designation as the
regmns metropolitan plan-
ning organization, which
makes it responsible for re-
viewing and approving
projects that use federal
transportation dollars.

Three years in the making,
Go to 2040 is CMAP's compre-
hensive plan for the region. It
is intended to address the
projected arrival of more
than 2 million new residents
by 2040.

Go to 2040 isn’t just about
transportation. Much of the
400-page comprehensive plan
focuses on other issues. It
includes chapters on land
and water use and conserva-
tion (“Livable Communi-
ties”), education and work
force development (“Human
Capital”), and government
and tax policy (“Efficient
Governance”). The plan is
available at cmap.illinois.gov.

CMAP’s staff will include
the public’s feedback and
present the revised plan to
the CMAP board for approval
in  October  Afterward,
CMAP will focus on imple-
menting Go to 2040’s recom-
mendations.

— Richard Wronski

ever, so CMAP will need to apply a
heavy dose of salesmanship,”
Schwieterman said. “CMAP is
standing on the shoulders of gi-
ants, including Daniel Burnham,
so the plan carries a surprising
amount of moral weight.”

Freelance reporter Robert
Channick contributed to this
report.



10 Chicago transportation blunders

Great minds have lald out plans for Chicago even before Danlel Burnham

and Edward Bennett In1909. Some plans have been magnificent, but some

were mistakes and missed opportunities. The Tribune asked dozens of
experts to nominate what they belleve were transportation blunders:

Abandonment of interurban
light rall routes that predomi-
nated untlil the mid-1900s.

The decision not to bulld an

interchange with the Tri-State
Toliway (Interstate Highway 294)
when |-57 was built 40 years ago.

The1981 destructlon and relo-

catlon of LaSalle Street Station,
resuiting In the loss of the only
direct pedestrlan connection be-
tween CTA rapld transit and a Metra
station.

Lack of a direct connection

between the People Mover at
O'Hare International Airport and
the O'Hare station on Metra's North
Centralline.

"

5 Lack of express service to

O’Hare via the CTA’s Biue Line.

6 Fallure to extend lllinols High-
way 53 into Lake County dec-
ades ago.
Block 37 CTA transit station
development.

8 Not building a crosstown
expressway in the1970s.

9 Inadequate right of way for
expanslon of the Elsenhower
Expressway (1-290)
10 Spending hundreds of mil-
lions to “fix" the Hillside

Strangler (I-294/290 interchange),

only to move it a mile east.

— Richard Wronski

The lack of express service to O'Hare International Airport via the CTA's
Blue Line is one of the Chicago area’s biggest transportation blunders,
according to dozens of experts. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Transportation
by the numbers

Northeastern lllinols is home to
3,233 miles of expressway,
Including all lanes; 18,719
miles of arterlal and collector
roads, Including all lanes;
35,856 miles of local
roads, including all lanes; nearly
1,500 miles of passenger
rail track; more than 5,000
powered and unpowered rall
vehicles, such as locomotives,
rallroad cars, coaches and
wagons; 311 interchanges;
3,281 bridges; and T, 1 32

traffic signals.
SOURCE: CMAP




